
Sewer rates will increase by one dollar per month for the average home in 2005.  The rate increase is needed as 
the District continues to replace the lift stations on the main sewer interceptor line between Manson and Chelan 
in 2004-2005.  The $7.8 million dollar replacement project will prepare the sewer infrastructure to accommodate 
growth for the next 20 years and replace a system that is beginning to reach the end of it s useful life.  In 2003, 
LCRD also began paying for our share of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade that was completed by the City 
of Chelan. 

Irrigation rates will increase for the first time in nine years.  Domestic base rates will increase one dollar per 
month.  Excess rates increase at the same percentage rate as base rates for 2005. 

Irrigation

 

Base Rate  $  96.00 per acre $35.00 per parcel 
Indian Lands  $  72.00 per acre $26.25 per parcel 
Laycock Contracts $174.55 per acre $35.00 per parcel 
Laycock Lands  $    2.50 per acre  

Domestic

 

Base Rate per ERU* (first 700 cubic feet) $27.00 per month 
Excess Water (over 700 cubic feet)  $  3.86 per 100 cf  

Sewer

 

Base Rate per ERU* $38.00 per month  

*ERU stands for Equivalent Residential Unit 

Rates Increase in 2005 
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Special points of interest: in this issue ..  

Northshore Sewer Project Continues 
Director Barnes Re-Elected 

Domestic Intake Rehabilitation Project 
Water Quality Assessment of Wapato, Roses and Dry Lakes  

Summer Homes; Protect Your Pipes 
Some winters we have had a number of unoccupied homes experience frozen pipes during the periods of ex-
treme cold weather.  Water lines are much more susceptible to freeze damage when there is no water use.  If 
your house will be mostly unoccupied but you believe you will need water in the winter, we recommend that you 
have someone check your plumbing and run some water if necessary during extremely cold periods.  If you will 
not need water during the winter months, we recommend that you turn the water off at your shut-off valve and 
completely drain the house plumbing.  We would like to encourage you to install your own shut-off valve outside 
of the meter box if you do not already have one.  Please do not attempt to shut off your service at the meter box  
yourself.  The valves in the meter boxes are the property of the District, and if you break them it may cause us to 
shut down service to your whole neighborhood. 
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A study was completed this summer that evaluated the sources and 
extent of DDT contamination in the Wapato, Roses and Dry Lake sub-
basin.  DDT was banned back in 1972 but has still been found at high 
levels in fish in both Roses Lake and in Lake Chelan.  While this in not 
new and probably not cause of great concern for most healthy people, 
the study tried to evaluate if any identifiable practices were contribut-
ing to higher levels.  What we learned is that most of the DDT is al-
ready in the lake sediments and is being covered up over time.  More 
DDT is in the orchard lands around the lakes but irrigation and farming 
practices are not making the concentrations increase in any manage-
able way.  While it is frustrating to not find a silver bullet to solve the 
DDT problem, it is also heartening to know that our local growers are 
excellent stewards of the resources and are not contributing directly to 
the problem.  More studies in Lake Chelan are planned for the next 
few years on both DDT and PCB compounds in our watershed. 

Northshore Sewer Interceptor Replacement Project 

Progress is being made towards completion of this $7.8 million dollar 
project.  The dual forcemain has been installed by Scarsella Brothers 
from Madeline Road to Golf Course Road in the spring of 2004.  The 
lift station near the District Office was also replaced together with 
several key gravity sewer lines in Manson.  This fall, Strider Construc-
tion has been awarded a contract for $1.8 million dollars to replace 
four sewer lift stations and to make the final connections and inputs 
into the system to make it fully operational.  This work should be com-
pleted by Memorial Day 2005.  We want to thank the community for 
their patience and support for the traffic delays and other inconven-
iences caused by this project.  The work in total should meet the com-
munity needs for the next 20-year growth projection and beyond. 

Domestic Intake Rehabilitation Project 

The Lake Chelan Reclamation District continues to plan for 
the future through the replacement of three pumps and mo-
tors with new motor control centers at our two domestic in-
takes.  The additional pumping capacity and reliability will 
give the District sufficient water supply for the foreseeable 
future.  This $500,000 project was funded primarily from the 
impact component of hookup fees collected as new homes 
and businesses are added to the system.  It assures us of 
pumping capacity and redundancy to meet both future 
growth and reliability in case of power or mechanical out-
ages. 

Water Quality Assessment of Wapato, Roses and Dry Lakes 


