
The Department of Ecology awarded the Lake Chelan Reclamation District with an environmental excellence award for remov-
ing and recycling nine electrical transformers on the irrigation system that contained polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  PCBs 
are one of the pollutants of concern in the Lake Chelan Basin for which the Department of Ecology is developing a cleanup plan.  
PCBs have been found at  high levels in fish.   

Ecology Director Jay Manning stated The Department of Ecology is honored to present you with our Environmental Excellence 
Award, which recognizes individuals, businesses and organizations that have shown leadership, innovation or extraordinary ser-
vice in protecting, improving or cleaning up the environment.  The project to remove, replace and recycle the irrigation trans-
formers was completed in the spring of 2006 at a cost of around $450,000.  No PCBs had ever spilled or leaked from any of the 
District s nine transformers during their lifespan beginning in 1971, but it was decided that the preventative measures were mer-
ited given the vulnerability of the lake. 
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Domestic Comprehensive Plan 
The Lake Chelan Reclamation District completed a six-year planning document for the domestic water system that was ap-
proved by the Department of Health in April of 2006.  The domestic comprehensive plan looks at all aspects of the drinking 
water system and identifies goals and objectives needed to direct the system in both the short (six-year) and long term (20-year) 
planning horizons.  The domestic system is well situated to accommodated growth for the short term.  Long term needs will de-
pend partially upon changing regulations and partially upon the magnitude of real growth that is to be experienced.  The water 
rights for the District exceed both the short and long-term needs that have been identified.  

Growing pains are expected despite our best planning efforts.  It is difficult to ensure all of the existing facilities are up to stan-
dards to meet the demands of new growth in the area.  Maintaining and upgrading fire flow capabilities throughout the system 
remains a constant challenge.  Additions and changes to the system also mean periodic interruptions in water service and short-
term impacts to water quality.  We thank you in advance for your understanding of these problems as they occur. 



Xeriscape 

Xeriscape is a relatively new term to describe low water use landscaping. It involves a series of steps 
that can result in an estimated 20 percent to 80 percent savings in landscape water usage. Xeriscape 
can mean moving a few plants around, watering according to need, or designing a whole new land-
scape.    

The seven components of Xeriscape are:  

 1. Planning and Designing 
Make a scale drawing of your lot. Identify sunny, shady, and sloped areas. Determine how much 
room you need for family activities. Design zones to include plants with similar watering needs.  

 2. Soil Improvement 
Appropriate soil will do more than anything else to help a plant consume all the moisture available 
to it. Soil improvement may mean changing the physical structure with decomposed organic matter. 
It is easier to select plants that can grow in your soil's existing pH than try to change the acidity or 
alkalinity. If the situation seems hopeless, consider raised beds with imported topsoil.  

 3. Turf 
Lawns are the highest users of water and require the greatest maintenance. Fescue and buffalograss 
are two of the most popular Xeriscape grasses. They are relatively drought-resistant and tolerant of 
varying soil conditions. They will thrive on low maintenance. A new variety of lawn, Ecoturf, is 
becoming popular. It combines grass and low growing perennials. Consider decks and patios wher-
ever possible.  

 4. Plant Selection 
Research the library, nurseries, and Internet for plants to fit each zone. Base your decisions on cli-
mate, drought tolerance, your budget, and aesthetics. The hardiest plants will be native. Intersperse 
herbs, vegetables and berries in the appropriate zones.   

5. Efficient Irrigation 
Select a system that will water each zone most efficiently. Low-volume, low-angle sprinklers work 
best on grass. Drip, spray or bubbler emitters are most efficient on flowers, shrubs and groundcover. 
Timers are used to provide the right amount of water to each zone. Dragging the hose around is an 
option that still requires the right sprinkler and watering time.  

 6. Mulch 
Mulches in the form of bark, gravel or crushed rock should be 2 to 4 inches deep. They conserve 
moisture, control weeds and add visual interest. Apply the mulch directly over landscape fabric.  

 7. Maintenance 
Maintenance includes weeding, feeding, pruning, pest control, and watering. How much time you 
spend on these activities is directly related to your initial planning and design.   

A demonstration garden for Xeriscape landscaping shows the beauty and variety of local and native 
plants.  The garden overlooks the Columbia River in Wenatchee's Riverfront Park. The garden is 
located along the Apple Capital Loop Trail near the Nile Saunders Steam Train. The garden can be 
reached by parking at the train depot then walking north on the trail, or at the foot of Fifth Street 
near the city ice rink and walking south on the trail. The garden boasts over 40 varieties of low-
water-use plants and grasses. 

Did you know: 

During the 
summer, water 

use can more 
than double due 

to lawn and 
garden 

watering.   
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